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HAMLET 


LAST NIGHT, WHEN YOND 
GAME STAR THAT'S WEST. 
WARD FROM THE POLE HAD 
MADE His COURSE T'ILLUME 
THAT PART OF HEAVEN WHERE 
NOW IT BEAMS, MARCELLUS. 
AND MYSELF, THE BELL THEN 
BEATING ONE... 


PEACE, BREAK THEE 
Loox, WHERE 
COMES AGAIN! 


HORATIO SAYS ‘TIS BUT OUR FANTASY, 
ЕТ 


MATCH THE MINUTES OF THIS NIGHT, 
THAT IF AGAIN THIS APPARITION COME, 
я 
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HAMLET 


1 
dire 


HAMLET 
SDE тує ROYAL CASTLE, HAMLET) O THAT THS тоо TOO 5000 FLESH WOULD MELT, 


SITS ALONE, SINN VOICE TO THAN AND RESOLVE ITSELF INTO A DEN! 
His GRIEF AND BITTERNESS. 7 OR THAT THE EVERLASTING HAD NOT НО 


HS CANON *SANST SELF- SLAUGHTER? О GOD! GOD! 
HON WEARY, STALE, FLAT AND UNPROFTTABLE 

SEEM TO ME ALL THE USES OF TWS WORLD! 

PE ONT AA НЕ! “THS AN UNWEEDED GARDEN, 

THAT GRONS To SEED, THNES RANK AND GROSS IN NATURE 
Possess IT MERELY, THAT IT SHOULO COME TO THIS 
BUT TWO MONTHS DEAD! NAY, NOT SO MUCH, NOT TWO? 
$9 EXCELLENT A KING; THAT WAS, TO THS, 

HYPERION TO A SATYR! SO LOVING TOMY MOTHER, 
THAT МЕ MIGHT NOT BETEEM THE WINDS OF HEAVEN 
VISIT MER FACE 100 ROUGHLY, HEAVEN AND EARTH? 
MUST Т REMEMBER? wit, SHE WOULD HANG ON HIM, 
AS IF INCREASE OF APPETITE HAD GROWN 

БУ WHAT IT FED ON, AND YET, МН A MONTH — 

LET ME NOT TANS ON T. PRAI THY МАМЕ 1ê WOMAN 4 
A LITTLE MONTH, OR ERE THOSE SHOES WERE OLD 
WITH имен SHE FOLLOWED MY POOR FATHER'S BODY, 
LIKE nose, ALL TEAR Wi SHE, EVEN SHE 

© 600! A BEAST THAT WANTS DISCOURSE OF REASON 
WOULD HAVE MOURN'D LONGER MARRIED WITH AN UNCLE, 
IN FATHER'S BROTHER, BUT NO MORE LIKE MY FATHER 
RAN To HERCULES? MITAN A MONTY 

ERE VET TME SALTOS MOST UNRIGHTEDUS TEARS 
RAD LEFT THE FLUSHING IN HER GALLED EVES, 

‘She MARRIED. I 18 NOT NOR IT CANNOT COME TO GOOD! 
BUT BREAKAN HEART, FOR 1 MUST HOLD AN TONGUE 


cag BERNARDO ENTER ANO TELL HAMLET ALL. 


$ THAT МАО HAPPENED THE NIGHT BEFORE. 


ТА MOMENT LATER, новата ZE) 


WY FATHER'S 
SPIRIT IN ARMS, 
ALL IS NOT WELL; 
1 DOUBT SOME 


‚GERWHELM THEM 


EANWHILE, LAERTES, SON OF THE KING'S. A YO Mans eves 
CHIEF ADVISOR, POLONIUS, READIES HIMSELF 

TO TRAVEL ТО FRANCE. BEFORE GOING, HE WARNS 

HIS SISTER, OPHELIA, NOT TO RETURN HAMLETS 

LOVE FOR MER. POLONIUS ENTERS ANO CAUTIONS HS d 

SON AS TO MIS BEHAVIOR WHILE IN FRANCE. 


GNE THY THOUGHTS NO TONGUE NOR 
ДИ PROPORTION odor He AC теє LAERTES LEAVES, PLUS 


THIS ABOVE ALL: TO. 
SINE OWN SELF BE TRUE, RETURNING HAMLET'S LOVE... 


сорт DO NOT BELIEVE MIS VOWS; 1 WOULD 
NOT, IN PLAIN TERMS, FROM THIS TIME 

FORTH HAVE YOU GIVE TALK WITH THE 

LORD HAMLET, 
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т THER 
LOVE, RI FOUL ANO 
"| MOST UNNATURAL MURDER. 


"TIS СМЕМ OUT THAT, SLEEPING 
‘SERPENT STUNG 
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("AND IN MINE EARS EE "I 2 == ee 


VEIT рова on MAN 


о, HORRIBLE! MOST HORRIBLE! IF THOU | 
HAST NATURE IN THEE, BEAR IT МОТ. 
BUT, HOWSOMEVER THOU PuRSUEST 


(NEVER MAKE KNOWN WHAT YOU 
HAVE SEEN TO. NIGHT. SWEAR (T. 


HAMLET 


"AS Z WAS SEWNS, LORD HAMLET, NO HAT UPON HIS HEAD, HIS 
STOCKINGS FOULED, PALE AS HIS SHIRT, AND WITH A 
LOQK Sa PITEQUS IN PURPORT * "COMES BEFORE МЕ, 


HE TOOK ME EY THE WRIST ANO HELD 
ME HARD; THEN GOES НЕ TO THE. 
LENGTH OF ALL HIS ARM, AND, WITH 
HIS OTHER HAND O'ER HIS BROW, 
FALLS TO PERUBAL OF MY FACE. 
LONG STAY'D НЕ SO. THAT DONE, НЕ 
LETS ME GO; AND, WITH HIS HEAD 
‘OVER HIS SHOULDER TURN'D, НЕ 


THIS 16 THE VERY ECSTASY 
OF LOVE. HAVE YOU GIVEN 
НМ ANY HARO 
WORDS OF LATE? 


ІІ 


fBoizuus THEN ENTERS AND TELLS THE 
KING AND QUEEN OF HAMLET `S ACTIONS. 


Фомив READS FROM А LETTER 
HAMLET MAD SENT OPHELIA... 


"TO THE CELESTIAL AND MY SOUL'S 
(DOL, THE MOST BEAUTIFIED OPHELIA: 
DOUBT THOU THE STARS ARE FIRE, 
DOUBT THAT THE SUN DOTH MOVE, 
DOUBT TRUTH TO BE A UAR, BUT 
NEVER DOUBT X LOVE. " 


HAVE. POSITIVELY 

AID, "ТІВ $0, * 

WHEN IT PROVED 
OTHERWISE > 


SINCE BREVITY IS THE SOUL OF WIT, T WILL G! 
BRIEF. YOUR NOBLE SON 16 MAD: AND NOW 


SAVE kER.. 
FROM мз m 
Tana, AND 


NOW мезо WIEREN 


ME RAVE: 


EI ——— 


SOMETIMES ME WALKS FOUR HOURS 
товетнея. 


HAMLET 


НЕ FOLLOWING DAY, POLONIUS SETS 


THE STAGE FOR HIS SCHEME. 
HAMLET, COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF 
THE PEOPLE ABOUT НІМ, ENTERS. 
HE I6 IN DEEP THOUSHT AND IS. 

CONTEMPLATING SUCIOS... AA 


> 


OR NOT TO ВЕ: THAT IS THE QUESTION: 
WHETHER TIS NOBLER IN THE ММО TO SUFFER 
THE SLINGS AND ARROWS OF OUTRAGEOUS FORTUNE, 
OR TO TAKE ARMS AGAINST A SEA OF TROUBLES, 
AND BY OPPOSING END THEM. TO DIE, ТО SLEEP- 
No MORE; АМО BY A SLEEP ТО SAY WE END 
THE HEART-ACHE AND THE THOUSAND NATURAL SHOCKS 
THAT FLESH IS HEIR TO; "ТІВ A CONSUMMATION 
DEVOUTIY TO BE WISH'D; TO DIE; TO SLEEP; 
ТО SLEEP PERCHANCE TO DREAM; AYE, THERE'S THE RUB, 
FOR IN THAT. SLEEP OF DEATH WHAT DREAMS MAY COME | 
WHEN WE HAVE SHUFFLED ОРЕ THIS MORTAL COIL, 
MUST GIVE US PAUSE; THERE'S THE RESPECT 
THAT MAKES CALAMITY OF SO LONG LIFE: 
FOR WHO WOULD BEAR THE WHIPS AND SCORNS OF TIME, 
TA" OPPRESSOR'S WRONG, THE PROVO MAN'S CONTUMELY, 
THE PANGS OF DISPRIZ'OO LOVE, THE LAW'S DELAY, 
THE INSOLENCE OF OFFICE, AND THE SPURNS: 
THAT PATIENT MERIT OF TH’ UNWORTHY TAKES, 
WHEN HE HIMSELF MIGHT HIS QUIETUS MAKE 
WITH A BARE BODKIN? WHO WOULD FARDELS © BEAR, 
TO GRUNT AND SWEAT UNDER A WEARY LIFE, 
BUT THAT THE DREAD OF SOMETHING AFTER DEATH, 
THE UNDISCOVER'D COUNTRY FROM WHOSE BOURN 
NO TRAVELLER RETURNS, PUZZLES THE WILL 
АМО MAKES US RATHER BEAR THOSE ILLS WE HAVE 
THAN ТО FLY TO OTHERS THAT WE KNOW МОТОР? 
THUS CONSCIENCE Ф DOES MAKE COWARDS OF US ALL; 
АМО THUS THE NATIVE HUE OF RESOLUTION 
15 SICKLIED O'ER WITH THE PALE CAST OF THOUGHT, 
АМО ENTERPRISES OF GREAT PITCH AND MOMENT 
WITH THIS REGARD THEIR CURRENTS TURN AWRY, 
ANO LOSE THE NAME ОР ACTION. -- SOFT YOU NOW, 
THE РАЯ OPHELIA!» NYMPH, IN THY ORIGONS © 

BE ALL MY SINS REMEMBER'D. 


бе YOURS THAT І HAVE LONGED 
LONG ТО RE-DELIVER; T PRAY 
YOU NOW RECENE THEM. је 


INDEED, 
чой MADE МЕ 
BELIEVE 50, 


HEAVENLY POWERS, RESTORE 
HIM! O, WHAT, А NOBLE MIND. 
16 HERE O'ERTHRONN! 0, WOE 


18 ME, T'HAVE SEEN WHAT I 
HAVE SEEN, SEE WHAT І SEE! 
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TO А NUNNERY, GO, AND QUICK! 
TOO. FAREWELL! 


HAMLET 
оте A GROUP се ACTORS APPEARS AT У WELL на T TOMORROW мент YOU 
pun 


THE CASTLE. HAMLET SPEAKS TO THE L COULD STUDY A SPEECH OF SOME DOZEN, 
Он SIXTEEN LINES WHICH I WOULD 
INSERT IN IT, COULD YOU NOT? 
= 


I'U. HAVE THESE PLAYERS PLAY 
SOMETHING LIKE THE MURDER OF WD дама SEEKS OUT RE 
М FATHER BEFORE MINE UNCLE. ASSISTANCE 


UNCLE. Give 
WILL RET. 


RELATE AND GUILDENSTERN ENTER AND 
BRING HAMLET A MESSAGE FROM HIS MOTHER. 


С ЕРЕ 15 STOPPED ANDALL, EXCEPT 
HAMLET AND HORATIO, LEAVE THE HALL. 


18 NON тие VERY WITEHNG TIME OF мейт WHEN CHURONAROS 
A per 
KOW 1 COULD бо Sc BITTER BUSNESS AS THE GAY WOULD QUAKE то (| 

см. NOW TO MY MOTHER. O HEART, LOSE МОТ THY NATURE | i 


уо полне TELLS из юле, 


фелни, коме EUAUDUS Sues INSTRUCTIONS 
то MIS COURTIERS. 

a] нес GONG TO не MOTHER. 

1 LIME HIM NOT, NOR STANDS BEHIND THE ARRAS TLL 
IT SAFE WITH US TO LET His MAD- CONVEY MYSELF ТО HEAR. 
T'LL CALL UPON YOU ERE 
ЧО) 60 TO BED AND TELL 

YOU WHAT T KNOW, 


HAMLET 


стек rooms tenes тесе | | лел conc 0 we NOTE caen 
O AA TE KEELNE KNE. 


О, MY OFFENCE IS RANK, IT SMELLS TO. 

HEAVEN; IT HATH THE PRIMAL ELDEST 

CURSE UPON 'T, А BROTHER'S MURDER. № NOW MIGHT 1 DO (T, AND NOW I'LL DO'T; АКОБО 
PRAY CAN T NOT, THOUGH INCLINATION ТАМ REVENGED. А VILLAIN KILLS МУ FATHERAND 
BE AS SHARP AS WILL. MY STRONGER FOR THAT, Г. HIS SOLE SON, DO THIS SAME VILLAIN 
GUILT DEFEATS MY STRONG INTENT, ANO, SEND TO HEAVEN. AND AM T THEN REVENGED,TO 
LIKE A MAN TO DOUBLE BUSINESS TAKE НІМ IN THE PURGING OF HIS SOUL, WHEN НЕ 
BOUND, 1 STAND IN PAUSE WHERE 1. 15 FIT AND SEASON'D FOR HIS PASSAGE? NO! 
SHALL FIRST BESIN, AND BOTH NEGLECT, 

WHAT ЈЕ THIS CURSED намо МЕНЕ В 

THICKER THAN ITSELF WITH BROTHER'S GAME A- SWEARING, OR ABOUT SOME ACT THAT 
BLOOD, I$ THERE NOT RAIN ENOUGH IN HAS NO REUSH OF SALVATION IN ТТ, THEN TRIP 
THE SWEET HEAVENS TO WASH IT WHITE: HIM, THAT HIS SOUL MAY ВЕ AS DAMN'D AND) 
AS SNOW? O, WHAT FORM OF PRAYER BLACK AS HELL, WHERETO ІТ GOES. 

CAN SERVE MW ТИЯМ? HELP ANGELS! 

BOW, STUBBORN KNEES, AND, HEART. 

WITH STRINGS OF STEEL, BE SOFT AS 
SINEWS OF THE NEW-BORN BABE! ALL 


му WORDS FLY UP, 

MY THOUGHTS REMAIN 

BELOW. WORDS WITH- 

N OUT THOUGHT NEVER 
ТО HEAVEN GO. 


mwa 


(НЕ cuestion 
а T || wa 
= RS 
4 = соме, come || 
you ANSWER |) 
E < wan || || | 
є. 
> IE 


Е эт YOU DOWN; YOU SHALL м 
OU во NOT hLL T SET YOU 
WHERE YOU MAY SEE THE NI 


HAMLET 
LOOK HERE, UPON THIS PICTURE, ANDON THIS, 

THE COUNTERFEIT PREGENTMENT OF TWO BROTHERS. 

ЗЕЕ WHAT А GRACE WAS SEATED ON THS! 

AN EVE LIKE MARS, ТО THREATEN AND COMMAND, 

А STATION LIKE THE HERALD MERCURY 

NEW- LIGHTED ON A HEAVEN-KISSING HILL- 

A COMBINATION AND A FORM МОЕЕО, 

WHERE EVERY 600 DIO SEEM ТО SET His SEAL 

TO GIVE THE WORLD ASSURANCE OF A MAN: 

“THIS WAS YOUR HUSBAND. LOOK YOU NON WHAT FOLLOWS. 

HERE IS YOUR HUSBAND-- LIKE А MILDENDEAR, . 
BLASTING HIS WHOLESOME BROTHER. 


HAMLET 


DO NOT FORGET! THIS VISITATION 
IS BUT TOWAET THY ALMOST BLUNTED PURPOSE, 

||| BUT. Looe, ANAZEMENT ON THY MOTHER BITE, 

|| а, STEP BETNEEN vem AND ER ренти SOUL 

SPEAK ТО HER, HAMLET. 
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THIS COUNSELLOR 1S 
NOW MOST STILL. COME, 
У ТО DRAN TOWARD: 
Ам END WITH YOU. 
(THROW AWAY THE WORSER PARTOF вооб-нвит, MOTHER, 


IT, AND LIVE THE PURER WITH THE i 
OTHER HALF. I MUST TO ENGLAND, 7 
THERE'S LETTERS SEAL'D, ANO МУ "A е. ⁄ 


TWO BCHOOL- FELLOWS, WHOM T WILL 
TRUST AS I WILL ADDERS * FANG'O, 


THEY BEAR THE MANDATE, 


HAMLET 


ннен en š 
Е OF HER FATHER'S Мүрү АМО THE оноквон т ST VALENTINE S у 
Tiros ое HE MASAS loc · 
LONG ABSENCE OF ME дне. ES (1 то ве your neme. И 
) 


= DAVES 
= Aue 


‘ONE? 

FROM ANOTHER ONE? o 
KLE НАТ 

By не COOLE КА 

|| | ano не SANDAL 


Sa 


WHEN SORROWS COME, THEY COME IN 
BATTALIONS! FIRST, WER FATHER 
SLAIN; NEXT, YOUR SON GONE; THE 
PEOPLE MUODIEO THICK AND 
UNWHOLESOME IN THEIR THOUGHTS 
OF POLONIUS' DEATH; POOR OPHELIA 
DIVIDED FROM HERSELF AND HER 
FAIR JUDGEMENT, LAST, HER BROTHER, 
IN SECRET COME FROM FRANCE, FEEDS 
ON HIS WONDER OF HIS FATHERS DEATH. 


HAMLET 


IE WITH YOUR GRIEF. 
FRIENDS, 
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COME, I WILL GNE YOU WAY FOR 
THESE LETTERS; AND DOT THE 
SPEEDER THAT YOU MAY DIRECT МЕТО | 


HAMLET 


ТЕ WHE, THE к HAS TOLD LAERTES нат HAMLET KILLED MIS FATHER... |) 


K 


TT WELL APPEARS; BUT TELL 
ME WHY YOU PROCEEDED NOT 


AGAINST THESE FEATS, SO 
CRIMINAL IN NATURE $ 


5 


А 
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НЕ SAILORS уе HAMLET'S LETTERS ТО A COURT MESSENGER WHO IN TURN DELIVERS IT ZN a 
TO THE KING. THE KING READS THE LETTER ALQUO ТО LAERTES.. 


HIGH AND MIGHTY, YOU SHALL 
KNOW 1 AM SET ON YOUR KINGDOM. 
‘TO-MORROW SHALL І BES LEAVE 
YO SEE YOUR KINGLY EYES: WHEN 
І SHALL, FIRST ASKING YOUR PAR- 
DON THEREUNTO RECOUNT THE 
OCCASION OF MY SUDDEN AND 

MORE STRANGE RETURN. HAMLET.” 


A LORD, T WILL BE 

RULEQ IF YOU COULD 

DEVISE T SO THAT 1 
A MIGHT BE THE ORGAN, 


PONN, HAMLET HEARING К ERTES ти. BE ABLE, BY PREARRANSED TREACHERY, 
Фе Laberes merum ти. | [|Ó MP TO SELECT AN UNCOVERED FÒL, MAIE Y 
Е GOADED INTO A MATCH, BY HAMLETS WILL BE BLUNTED... 

HAVING THE KING'S MEN СОМ- 


STANTLY PRAISE LABRTES' 
VUTY. 


unoougreow ||| EA A 
THE BEST IN 9 
ALL DENMARK. 


2 
ABI 
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AERTES 15 DELIGHTED WITH THE 
KING'S WICKED SCHEME. НЕ EVEN 
OFFERS 195 OWN IMPROVEMENT». 


3 WILL вот. AND, FOR 
THAT PURPOSE, ТЦ. ANONT! 
MY онко, T BOUGHT AN 
MENON * oE А MOUNTE- 
BANK?" SO MORTAL THAT 
NO CATAPLASIAI те CAN 
Save THE тате FROM 
SEAT TRAT ІЗ BUT 
SERMICHD WITHAL. TL. 
Touch му POINT WITH 

THIS CONTAGION. 

Y NZ 


YROWN ОЕ БЛОК МЕРЕ NAN 144 PORTEE BR 


чє QUEEN INTERRUPTS 
PLOTTERS WITH SADNEWS. 


HAMLET 


"THERE Is А Wi 
THE BROOK THAT SHOWS HIS 
IN THE GLASSY STREAM, 


LEAVES 


tone 


FLOWERS, 
DAISIES AND 
ок 


‘PURPLES... 
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OMETME LATER, НАМЕТ W 
“AND HORATIO, RETURNING 
EROM PORT, COME UPON. 
НЕ snes ar | 
2 ave oceans. ДД 


‘ALAS, POOR YORICK! T KNEW HIM, 
А FELLON ОЕ INFINITE JEST, OF MOST 
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= 


MUST THERE МО. 


HER DEATH WAS DOUBT- 
FUL; YET HERE SHE |5 
Al Е BRINGING 


SUCH REST ТОНЕ 
AS ТО PEACE 
DEPARTEO SOULS. 


SWEETS TO THE SWEET, I HOP'D THOU 
WHAT, SHOULDST HAVE BEEN MY HAMLETS WIFE. 
THE FAIR | А 

ОРНЕША! 


O TREBLE WOE FALL. 
ON THAT CURSED HEAD 
WHOSE WICKED DEED THY | 
SENSE DEPRIV'D THEE OF, 


"Б 

H 
H 
3 
a, 
E 

AL] 
5 
5 
lò 


VU come SCRE, 
UE селе“ 


T WILL FIGHT WITH HIM! 1 (070 

OPHELIA! FORTY THOUSAND: 

COULD NOT, WITH ALL THEIR LOVE, 
MAKE UP му SUM. 


Драх pe смета ana Dp 
A Ar A Soon ar 


VISE, NO LEISURE BATEO, NO,NOT 
TO STAN THE GRINDING OF THE AXE, 
МУ HEAD SHOULD BE STRUCK OFF. 


IN OUR LAST NIGHT'S SPEECH; WE'LL 
PUT THE MATTER ТО THE PUSH. 


АМО PLACED IT IN ROSENCRANTES] 
BAG, AT THE SAME TIME, НЕ 
DESTROYED THE ORDER FOR 
‘HIS OWN EXECUTION... 


i, PLAK 
NEXT DAY WAS OUR SEA FIGHT ; 
WHAT WAS SEQUENT THOU KNOWEST. 


HAMLET 


EIA A IAA 
LAERTES CHOOSE THEIR WEAPONS, 


ке, FEARING THAT HAMLET S ENE BHORDSHAN- 
SHE MAY SA LAERTES? POSONED FOUL, 


До не QUEEN, DRINKS THE POISONED WINE THAT 
HAD BEEN INTENDED FOR HER SON 


77 7 | GERTRUDE, DO) [1 WILL, MY LORD. 
TN NOT DRINK! 
( ry CA 


HAMLET 


ЖЕ STROKE AND THRUST, HAMLET MORTALLY 
АТ THE SAME MOMENT, THE QUEEN FALLS 


E d кит fè THOUDOST 


- — EVER. HOLD ME IN THY 
kil 


TELL MY STORY. 


NOW THAT YOU HAVE READ THE CLASSIC EDITION, DON T 
MISS THE ADDED ENJOYMENT OF READINC 3INAL, OBTAINABLE 
AT YOUR SCHOOL OR LIBRARY 


“ 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE ` 


HROUGHOUT THE 
YEARS, the works of 
William Shakespeare are read 
by more people than anything | 
that has ever been written 
with the exception of the 
Bible. As a result, many of 
Shakespeare's expressions 
have become part of our 
everyday language. When we! 
use an expression such as 
“What's in a name?" we usu- 
ally do not realize that the 
phtase comes from Shake- 
play, “Romeo and 
Juliet." Unconsciously, we ac- 
cept it as part of our speech. The effect that 
Shakespeare has on our thinking and living 
is tremendous, even though the greatest 
genius of words and thoughts has been dead 
more than 300 years, 

‘William Shakespeare was born in the little 
town of Stratford-on-Avon, England, in the 
year 1564. The third son of John and Mary 
Shakespeare, of middle class standing, 
Shakespeare received a good education, which 
was to be the basis of his later literary success. 

‘At the age of eighteen, Shakespeare mar- 
ried Anne Hathaway, a girl eight years his 
senior. The young couple faced hard times 
after their two children were bora and it was 
necessary for the young father to improve 
his finances elsewhere, In 1587, he arrived in 
London. 

From writings and documents, it is safe to 
conclude that Shakespeare became well- 
known as a playwright and actor very soon 
‘after reaching London. As early as 1592, he 
‘was mentioned by a fellow writer, Robert 
Greene, The following year, his “Venus and 
Adonis,” a poem de ted to the Earl of 
Southampton, his benefactor and patron, 
was published. Shakespeare was on the road 
to fame. 

Shakespeare's first play, "Love's Labor 
Lost,” was written in 1590 and from then on 
until his death, he wrote plays on the average 

| ef one every six months. 

When Shakespeare was financially able, 
he purchased a share in the Globe Theatre 
and property in Stratford. Shakespeare's 
plays became popular immediately and there 
are records of his having produced plays 


before Queen Elizabeth and 
other members of royalty. 

Shakespeare's plays fall іп- 
to three classes — Comedies, 
Tragetlies and Histories. It is 
well to note that he has pro- 
duced masterpiece in each of 
the three. 

As а young man, Shakc- 
speare was interested in writ. 
ing comedies and the best ої 
these are “The Taming of the 
Shrew" and "The Comedy ої 
| Errors." As he grew older. 
Shakespeare's thoughts turned 
to history. It was during this 

time that he wrote such gems as "Henry V" 
and "Julius Caesar." 

As Shakespeare became more affluent and 
mature, his mind turned to the bitterness 
and tribulations of life. It was during this 
period that he wrote such gréat tragedies as 
"Macbeth" and “Hamlet.” Finally, during 
the twilight of his career, with the serenity 
of middle age, he wrote such beautiful plays 
өз “The Tempest” and "The Winter's Tale.” 

Tt is remarkable how Shakespeare's works. 
have endured when we consider the handi- 
сар under which he wrote. To begin with, 
Shakespeare wrote with the knowledge that 
his plays must be acted on a very small: 
stage and with limited facilities. 

Тһе Elizabethan audience was much dif- 
ferent from today's. Most often, the spec- 
tator in Shakespeare's time was an illiterate 
lout who believed in ghosts and witches and 
found enjoyment in low comedy and horror 
scenes. Shakespeare's plays, however, с 
tain such beauty, wisdom and understa 
that his plays have endured, 

On April 23, 1616, Shakespeare died in 
his home at Stratford. The cause of his death 
is not known. Perhaps the great tribute was 
paid him by Ben Johnson, himself a "great _ 
man. Said Johnson: “Не was honest, and of 
an open and free nature, and had an excel- 
lent phantasy, brave notions, and gentle 
expressions." 


д STORIES OF EARLY AMERICA 


"Remember the Alamo!" 


'N 1835, MEXICO claimed the land that 
is now Texas. The Mexican President, 
Santa Anna, who called himself "The Napo- 
leon of the West," passed laws which re- 
stricted the freedom of the Texans. One law 
stated that the Texans had to give up their 
arms, Instead of laying down their guns, the 
Texans rebelled and in December, 1835, they 
captured the city of San Antonio de Bexar. 
Santa Anna, determined to retake San 
Antonio, marched north with four thousand. 
men. 

The Texans planned to use the Mission 
del Alamo for their fort. The Alamo con. 
sisted of a thick enclosing 
adobe wall in the shape of 
a parallelogram about ñfty 
by one hundred and fifty 
yards. Inside the wall were 
low barracks and off а con- 
necting court stood the 
stone church of the mission. 

Sam Houston, the Texan 
general, realized that the 
Alamo could not be de- 
fended against Santa 
Anna's onslought with only 
‘one hundred and forty sol- 
diers. He sent word order- 
ing the men to retreat; the 
garrison preferred to make 
a stand. 

Famous frontiersman 
Davy Crockett and eleven other riflemen 
from Tennessee arrived at the Alamo on 
February 11, 1836, There he joined the leg- 
endary Colonel James Bowie for whom the 
long fighting knife had been named. In com- 
mand was: Lieutenant-Colonel William, В. 
Travis, twenty-eight, a red-headed lawyer 
from South Carolina. 

On February 23rd, sixteen hundred Mexi- 
cans attacked the Alamo but were easily re- 
pulsed. The Mexicans dug in and began to 
bombard the mission. 

Santa Anna demanded the forts sur- 
render. The answer came in shell fire. By 
hoisting a red flag, Santa Anna signalled 
that no quarter would be given the Texans. 

Travis sent out а message calling for aid 
but added, "I shall never surrender or re- 
treat!” Thirty-two more men joined him on 
the morning of March Ist. 


The shelling continued for eleven days 
but, miracnlously, no Texan was killed. 
Santa Anna now commanded four thousand 
troops, The Texans had only one hundred 
айа eighty-four. 

Before dawn, on Sunday, March 6, came 
the awaited assault. Davy Crockett, with his 
trusty rifle "Betsy" and the eleven Tennes- 
seans, stood at a weak spot in the wall, 

‘The Mexicans swarmed at the walls with 
scaling ladders, bayonets fixed. The Texans 
held their fire until the first waves had 
nearly reached the wall . .. then they opened 
up with cannon, rifles and pistols. The Mex- 

icans retreated. . . . 

‘At dawn, the second аз- 
sault came, and again was 
thrown back, This time, 
part of the north wall of 
the Alamo crumbled. Al- 
though the Mexican ranks 
were badly battered, the 
Texans had lost few men. 

Then came the third at 
saul The Mexicans were 
cut down by the score but 
weight of numbers carried 
them to the wall. Ladders 
were thrown against it; 
men surged up. 

Тһе defenders met them 
—knife and tomahawk 
against bayonet, 

Then, as though a dike holding back the 
sen had broken, the Mexicans swept over 
the wall, Colonel Travis died with a butlet 
through the brain, 

‘The Texans rushed for shelter. Davy 
Crockett and his Tennesseans, trapped in 
the open court, stood to the death. Heaped 
around Crockett and two of his men were 
sixteen dead Mexicans. Jim Bowie died on 
his sick bed, knife in hand, a dead Mexican 
across him. By nine o'clock in the morning, 
every one of the one hundred and eighty- 
four Texans was slain. 

Santa Anna's forces were so mauled they 
never regained their full strength. Santa 
Anna had lost sixteen hundred men, The 
‘Texans had lost Bowie, Travis and Crockett 
... but had gained a battle cry that carried 
them on to their ultimate victory ... 
“Remember the Alamo!” 


